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L e s s You , M o r e T h e m

In q ui r y -b a s ed Lea r n in g @ D 63
Illinois’ State Snack is Popcorn

A fun fact—but critical knowledge for 4th graders? That depends on your perspective. When it comes to inquiry-based learning, the answer is yes. D63 is launching a
shift to this student-driven teaching style, well-suited to successfully meeting statewide social science educational standards released last spring.
“Much like state standards for the hard sciences, the new social science standards
use inquiry as the ‘vehicle’ to get us where we should be going,” explains Assistant
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning Aaron Roberson. “Educators step back
while students take greater ownership of their own learning.”

Less You, More Them

How does all this relate to popcorn? Let’s start with the relevant state standard:

Explain how rules and laws change society and how people change rules and
laws in Illinois.
“In traditional learning,” explains Roberson, “a teacher might say ‘turn to
page 17 and read about how a bill becomes a law.’ In other words, students essentially memorize information someone else summarized for
them. This year my mantra is ‘less you—more them’: our goal is to foster
the development of active citizens who can solve their own problems by
asking the right questions, researching the topic, and taking action.”
The process begins by brainstorming questions. A lot of questions. “Why
is popcorn the state snack?” “Is popcorn native to Illinois?” “Would there
be a better state snack?” “When was the state snack law passed?” Students
then narrow the focus to one Compelling Question to explore; in this
case: “Why does Illinois have a state snack?”
Next up: research. Students learn all they can about the topic, working hard but charting their own course. In fact, inquirybased learning not only increases academic rigor, it permits a high degree of differentiated learning. Each student
works at his or her own level to find answers, reading at their own pace, forging their own unique pathway to success.
Some race ahead, some need extra support — all learn how to identify and access information, critically assess sources,
compile useful data, evaluate what they have learned, and share that knowledge.
In this case, once students thoroughly delve into the rationale for a state snack, they present what they have found to their
peers — creating a brochure, designing a poster, writing a paper, or even producing a video!
Continued on page 2

Empowering all students to succeed in a changing world
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Inquiry-based Learning . . .

continued

Taking
Informed
Action

M

Ultimately,
inquiry-based
learning asks,
“What will
you do with
what you have learned?” And students finish
their work by taking informed action.

More than 81 percent of the 3,440 students who call D63
home live in households where a language other than English
is spoken. Our seven-school community is spread across Des
Plaines, Niles, Morton Grove, Glenview, and Park Ridge—
including unincorporated areas.

One student may decide there’s no reason for a
state snack — while another may believe Illinois
needs a different snack. Both may write their
elected officials asking for a change.

erriam-Webster’s online dictionary defines diversity
this way: “The condition of having or being composed
of differing elements.” How can we use this definition in the
school setting? What does diversity look like at District 63?

But where we live and the languages we speak at home aren’t
the only diverse aspects of District 63.
Our school community is also diverse because students are
involved in sports, fine arts (including music, art, and drama),
and other activities including science and chess club. They
live in families with two parents, a single parent, no parents,
multigenerational members, and other structures. They live in
homes that practice different faiths and traditions.
D63 celebrates this diversity — but can it actually unite us?
To be sure, diversity in a school district can sometimes be a
challenge, but it also offers countless opportunities for connection. We can learn from each other and be exposed to languages, interests, and traditions that we otherwise may not
have had the opportunity to experience. We also work hard to
build strong partnerships with the municipalities, park districts, service agencies, and libraries that serve our families.
But no matter where our students live, one thing is a constant:
each receives the same high quality education provided
throughout the North Shore—in a rich, multicultural environment that enhances learning. We live and breathe our
“success without boundaries” tagline, and I’m incredibly
proud to be part of a school community truly focused on empowering all students to succeed in a changing world.

Still another student may decide that the school
needs an official snack, and will coordinate an
“election” that mirrors the state process. A special popcorn tasting day. A popcorn-making
lesson. A presentation on the history of popcorn. The possibilities are limited only by the
students’ own interests.
In the end, these 4th grade students will meet
the state standard: they’ll understand how rules
and laws change society and how people can
facilitate these changes in Illinois.
In classrooms across
D63, students are
repeating this process — with
prompts, standards,
and compelling
questions varying in
complexity depending on the grade
level. Eighth graders, for example,
may evaluate the
connection between credit options, interest, and
credit history, while in the 1st grade, students
might explore how different people — from
fire fighters to people who deliver the mail —
play an important role in the community.
But whether it’s popcorn or credit cards, the
goal is the same: our D63 students benefit from
a learning style that grows out of their own
strengths, skills, and passions.
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D63 BOARD
APPROVES
2017-2018
BUDGET

A

t its meeting on
September 14,
D63’s Board of Education unanimously
approved a balanced
budget for the District’s 2017-2018 school year. The budget reflects
operating revenue of approximately $45.1 million and operating expenses of approximately
$44.7 million, resulting in an operating surplus of
approximately $400,000.
In addition, the Board approved $2.6 million in
capital projects for the year 2017-2018. These projects are part of Building for Success: District
63’s Facilities Master Plan (see article below) and
are being funded with bonds issued in 2015.
You can find the full District 63 budget at
www.emsd63.org — choose “Business Services” under the “About Us” tab.

TRENDING UP: PARCC
SCORE OVERVIEW

A

s parents are aware, each year our students complete
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) testing. While 2017 student reports
came home about a month ago, it took longer for the state to
release its annual school report cards. We received the information on Halloween, and I wanted to provide an overview.
This is the third consecutive year that our students have participated in PARCC testing, which measures math and language arts skills. As the test itself has changed substantially
since 2015, it still may be too soon to draw any major conclusions. Still, overall the news is good. PARCC performance
levels range from Level 1 (did not yet meet expectations) to
Level 5 (exceeded expectations); here’s a snapshot of Level 4
and 5 results over the past three years:

Levels 4 & 5: Met or Exceeded Expectations

BUILDING FOR
SUCCESS:
AN UPDATE

D

63’s Facilities Master Plan, which will
enable the District to offer full-day kindergarten and expand its Dual Language Program, continues to make progress:




In October, DLA Architects presented several options for the Gemini addition to the
D63 Board. You can find plans and details about the final selection on the District website; check the Building for
Success link at www.emsd63.org.
Gemini teachers are beginning to plan for
the educational shift from a junior high
to a middle school framework.

Plans call for construction to get underway in
the spring of 2018.

+1.3%

+3%

+3.9%

As is evident, the gap between state-wide scores and D63
student scores is steadily growing — from 1.3 percent in
Year One to 3.9 percent in Year 3. We are pleased with the
trend and plan to continue our upwards trajectory!
Of course, there is so much more to “unpack” when it comes
to PARCC scores. I encourage you to visit our website —
www.emsd63.org (choose “About Us/Teaching & Learning”) —
to learn more about our students and our schools!
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D63 OFFERS ELL/BILINGUAL
FAMILY PROGRAMS

O

n a warm September
night, more than 40 D63
parents and students gathered
for the kick off of the Lenguaje
Dual Comité Asesor de los
Padres (DLPAC: The Dual
Language Parent Advisory
Council) and the first in a series of Spanish-language
parenting classes. Both are part of D63’s expanded
ELL/bilingual programming for parents.
Clases Para Padres en Español, led by Psychologist
Silvia Escobar, continued through October. Topics included: ¿Por qué se portan mal los hijos? (Why do my
children misbehave?), La rivalidad entre hermanos
(Sibling rivalry), Lucha de poder y consecuencias
(Power struggles and consequences), and more.
Beginning in mid-October, the District once again
began offering free, weekly ELL classes for adults.
Visit www.emsd63.org/domain/40 for information.

ARE YOU IN THE LOOP?

O

ur 63 Success Community Newsletter reaches District
residents twice a year — but did you know there are
many ways to stay in touch with all the latest D63 news?
In addition to your own school newsletter, take advantage
of these communications tools!

Visit www.emsd63.org. Here you’ll find a wide

range of information and resources: announcements,
news, calendars, forms, teacher web pages, school newsletters, the Parent Portal, and more. You’ll also find
Google’s “Select a Language” option.

Choose your Constant Contact Lists. Visit

www.emsd63.org/domain/844 and choose the e-news

lists specific to your child’s school — as well as the District, Expanded Learning, First Steps Preschool, and Special Educaation. You’ll also receive East Maine Update,
emailed every two weeks.

Like and follow us on social media. Find us
on Facebook @EMSD63 and Twitter @EastMaine63.

Open Up a World of Wonder!

L

ooking for a great place for your young child to
learn, make friends, and have fun? Open up a
world of wonder at D63’s First Steps Community
Preschool! Through fun and play, your child will gain:
 Pre-reading and readiness skills
 Language skills
 Fine and gross motor skills
 Exposure to art, music, and technology

For more information or to download an application, visit
www.emsd63.org/preschool or call 847.745.6487.

63 Success
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DISTRICT NEWS: #63SUCCESS
Welcome to our New Assistant Principals. This year the District welcomed
two new Assistant Principals. Marc Infante, Nelson’s new Assistant Principal, previously served as a 5th grade teacher for Townline Elementary School in Hawthorn
Community Consolidated District 73. Angela Maki joins the Apollo team. She
comes to D63 from Wauconda Community Unit School District 118, where she
served as Assistant Principal for Robert Crown Elementary for five years.

D63 Hosts Community-wide Visioning
Session. Did you know that our region
includes the largest contiguous unincorporated
area in Cook County? It’s time to take a closer
look and chart a course for the future. On August 30, D63 hosted more than 50 community
members and leaders who gathered at Apollo
for a visioning session coordinated by Cook
County and the Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning (CMAP) to create a MaineNorthfield Unincorporated Area Plan. Visit
www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs-and-resources/lta/maine-northfield to learn more.

District Honored with INSPRA Golden Achievement Award of Excellence. In
September, District 63 received a 2017 Golden Achievement Award of Excellence from the
Illinois Chapter/National School Public Relations Association (INSPRA). D63’s entry,
Success Without Boundaries: Building a Brand for District 63, was one of only five Golden Achievement Awards. The District’s submission strongly emphasized the critical role the entire D63
community — including families, staff, and local leaders — plays in telling our story. Thanks to
all of our D63 ambassadors!
Superintendent Scott Clay and Director of Communications & Community Relations Janet Spector Bishop represented D63 at the annual INSPRA Communications Contest Luncheon.

Looking for Cold Weather Fun?
Sign up for
Expanded Learning’s New
Winter Break Program!

D E C E M B E R 2 7 -2 9 & J A N U A R Y 3 - 5
7 :3 0 A . M . — 6 P . M .
Jump into ar ts and crafts, music , games, dance, spor ts, cooking,
STEAM fun, and more!
Open to all Maine Township
PreK-8th grade students
Gemini Junior High●8955 Greenwood Avenue, Niles
To register, call 847.827.4137

Board of Education
Alexandra Brook
President
Tom Simmons
Vice-President
Walter Gluzkin
Janet Kaczkowski
Angelo Scarsella
Sheila Urban
Krystal Zec

East Maine School District 63
Educational Service Center
10150 Dee Road
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016

Administration
Dr. Scott Clay
Superintendent

Dr. Shawn Schleizer
Associate Superintendent

Aaron Roberson

Assistant Superintendent
of Teaching & Learning

Jordi Camps

Executive Director
of Business Services

Dan Barrie

Director of Operations

Dr. Greg Bublitz

SCHOOL ROUND UP
FALL 2017

Apollo (Des Plaines). New Principal Cassie Schwartz and Assistant Principal

Keith Shaffer

Angela Maki (p. 5) welcomed Apollo’s 586 students in August with a picnic on a
beautiful September evening. The school also hosted a community visioning session (p. 5) that brought many neighbors into the building for the first time.

Janet Spector Bishop

Gemini Junior High (Niles). The school’s fall plays Hoodie and Beauty

Director of Special Services
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Director of Communications
& Community Relations

Erin Sterling

Director of ELL/Bilingual
Services

Brian Williams

Director of Expanded
Learning

and the Bee pulled in a crowd in October. Cross Country, Girls Volleyball, and

Soccer wrapped up their respective seasons. Welcome to new PTSO (that’s Parent
Teacher Student Organization) Co-Presidents Gabi Gates and Amy Seeley!

Mark Twain (Niles). New PTO President

Lisa Ahmed took the helm this
year—congratulations! During a September Curriculum Night parents went “back
to school,” exploring ways to support their children's learning at home. Students
are enjoying Twain’s Walk to School Program in the fall weather.

Melzer (Morton Grove). Congratulations to new PTO President Yvette
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Borrego! Melzer’s Student Council quickly responded to communities devastated
by the recent hurricanes with “Hats for Hurricanes”: students chose their favorite
hats and donated a dollar for the privilege of wearing them during the school day.

Nelson (Niles). New Principal Lauren Leitao and Assistant Principal Marc

Infante (p. 5) have quickly become familiar figures—while Katie Schmidt returns
this year as PTO President. The PTO kicked off the year with a special “after drop
off” breakfast for parents on the first day — and a picnic late in August.

Stevenson (Des Plaines). October’s Parent University featured information

about Eureka Math, the 100-book Challenge, Inquiry-based learning (p. 1), and
more. Pearlie Best joined Ram Ramakrishnan as PTO Co-President. Principal
Howard Sussman launched a new Twitter feed: @sussman_howard.

Washington (Glenview). The school is the third D63 site — with Apollo and
https://twitter.com/EastMaine63

Melzer — to offer preschool. Washington also welcomed new PTO Co-Presidents,
parent Kelli Vandegrift and teacher Aaron Polonsky. Students enjoyed watching
their teachers don the pie costume at a September McTeacher’s Night.

