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Dear Washington Families,

In the coming weeks, students, parents, and teachers across Illinois have an opportunity to participate
in the annual statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey. This survey is designed to generate a detailed
picture of the inner workings of your child’s school. As a parent, this opportunity will allow you to
share your thoughts on the important elements of school effectiveness in a survey.

On behalf of the Illinois State Board of Education, the Illinois 5Essentials Survey will be administered
online by UChicago Impact at the University of Chicago. The survey gathers data related to �ve
indicators that can predict important student outcomes, including improved attendance and larger
test score gains. These �ve indicators that affect and predict school success are:

Supportive Environments
Ambitious Instruction
Effective Leaders
Collaborative Teachers
Involved Families

D63 has chosen to provide the optional 5Essentials parent survey. If at least 20 percent of
Washington parents complete this survey, a parent supplement will also be generated. Currently 12
percent of our families have completed the survey. The parent data will not be reported on the State
Report Card. Your participation in the parent portion of the survey helps us understand the conditions
at Washington to guide improvement. Your identity and survey responses will be kept completely
con�dential and will never be connected to you or your child.

You can take the Illinois 5Essentials Survey from January 24 to March 31, 2023. To take the survey,
visit http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/ and select the appropriate survey to begin.
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Your Partner in Education,

Kate Anderson, Principal
Samantha Eiseman, Assistant Principal

Upcoming Events
3/9 - Spring Picture Day
3/10 - SIP - Early Dismissal at 10:55 a.m.
3/14 - Math Night - Pi Day 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
3/23 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.



What's Happening in Specials This Month

Art in March

3/23 - No School for Students - Parent/Teacher Conferences 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.
3/27 - 3/31 - No School - Spring Break

Kindergarten - After we complete our quilt squares based on the Gee’s Bend Quilters from Alabama, we
will begin studying the abstract designs of Reggie Laurent. We will use organic shapes and patterns to
create our own abstract designs.

1st Grade - Following our exploration of the still-life paintings of Paul Cezanne (with lots of apples!),
we will study the wild portraits of Lorna Simpson. We will experiment with line, texture, and color to
give ourselves some amazing hair on our fun portraits.

2nd Grade - Once �nished with our value-�lled cityscapes based on the work of Ton Schulten, we will
move into the study of Jean Dubuffet and his interesting use of organic shapes and forms. We will
also incorporate overlapping in order to turn our 2-dimensional work into a 3-dimensional sculpture.

3rd Grade - As we close with our study of Henri Matisse’s cut paper designs (creating our own
composition that includes symmetry and asymmetry), we will begin our development of a lively
cityscape that re�ects the art of James Rizzi. We will incorporate the concepts of overlapping and
repetition to create an artwork that visually re�ects the busy-ness of a big city.

4th Grade - Once �nished with our study of the street artist K.A.W.S.(Brian Donnelly), and our
silhouetted character design, we will move into the study of the rhythmic and high contrast work of
Elizabeth Catlett. We will create our self-portrait that includes the use of contour and various rhythmic
lines.

5th Grade - Once �nished with our geometric shape sculptures based on the work of Sonia DeLaunay,
we will begin our 5th-grade group Book Cover Project. We will each get a piece of the book cover from
“BE YOU.” As we study the Pointillism style of George Seurat, we will model that style on our individual
book cover pieces. We are hopeful that once all the pieces are put together, it creates an amazing
composition!



Library in February

Music in March

Kindergarten - 3rd Grade - We have �nally �nished reading ALL twenty Monarch nominees. Now, it's
time to vote. We'll spend some time reviewing the books, playing some review games like Monarch B-I-
N-G-O, and then students will vote. Ask your student who they think the winner will be. Again, if you'd
like to see which books are nominated for the award, visit here. Third grade will start our big shark unit
by �rst studying Shark Lady: The True Story of How Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean's Most Fearless
Scientist. It's Women's History Month and Clark is an amazing person to know. Kindergarteners will get
to know a gymnast in Little Girl, Big Dream: The Story of Olympian Samantha Peszek. First grade will
learn about Amelia Earhart (and make paper airplanes). Second grade will learn about careers and the
�rst female doctor in Who Says Women Can't Be Doctors?

4th & 5th Grade - It's time to vote for the Bluestem Award. If you'd like to see which books are
nominated for the award, click here. Ask your student who they think will win. Usually, I have a pretty
good idea, but this year I'm not sure. All the books are excellent. We'll work our �ngers with some
Typing Agent action and then start a month long snow non�ction unit where we'll also make digital
and 3D printed snow�akes (with the help of Washington's Digital Learning Coach, Mrs. Sandine).

https://aisled.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023_Illinois_Monarch_Award_Master_List-min.pdf
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PE in March

This month in music class, we're picking up where we left off before we started getting ready for our
show. Thank you to all the parent volunteers for your help with that! The students keep asking when
the next one will happen!

Kindergarten - We will be starting to learn some of our 1st Grade habits for next year. Our song this
month is “I Have Lost My Closet Key”. We continue to practice our 4 voices and will speci�cally work on
our “Arioso” voice.

1st Grade - In January, 1st grade will work on the song-poem “Mincemeat Pie”. Our goal is to reinforce
the difference between Ta and TiTi while learning to label and perform the quarter rest.

2nd Grade - We will also learn the “Mincemeat Pie” rhythmic poem to reinforce counting with
traditional rhythmic notation. We will also be creating our own ostinato patterns to practice two-part
singing or a round.

3rd Grade - in March, the 3rd graders will continue the recorder! We will focus on a good foundation-
proper playing position, breath control for good tone, and posture. Our goal is to play “Hot Cross
Buns” by the end of March!

4th & 5th Grade: Like 3rd grade, 4th and 5th graders will continue their new instrument: ukuleles! We
will start by building a good foundation-playing position, string names, and strumming technique. We
aim to get to the pentatonic scale at the end of the month. The 5th graders had some experience last
year, so I expect them to excel a little faster towards the song “Acadian Lullaby.”

4th& 5th Grade students will also have the chance to join our Ukulele Club, which will start next week
during lunch/recess hour. I'll be sending them more details soon!



Niles-Maine District Library News
There is a new law in place, and the non-resident fee is waived for a
resident in an unincorporated area under the age of 18. All students that
live in unincorporated areas, regardless of income can receive a library
card.

PE classes for March will touch on many different sport skills. I try to get the students outside as much
as possible. If your child has a morning PE class, please send them to school with a jacket, as the
mornings are still chilly!

K-2nd Grade - Students will work on beginning volleyball skills using balloons & beach balls and
throwing/catching/striking games.

3 & 4th Grade - Students will work on volleyball skills with beach balls and volleyballs. They will focus
on bumping, setting, serving, and rotating.

5th Grade - Students are �nishing up the basketball unit with a focus on rules, positions, defense, and
games. After they �nish basketball, they will begin the volleyball unit with a focus on bumping, setting,
serving, and rotating.

Volunteers Needed
The Washington PTO is looking for volunteers for the following
events listed below. Click on the link to sign-up.

Pi Night - March 14, 2023, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Summer Send-Off - June 2 (sign up to help share the load of
planning this huge event)

https://signup.com/go/QFwAQPB
https://signup.com/go/DYWnXPo
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News From Nurse Bauer
Dear Families,

The Illinois Department of Public Health and the CDC have issued a Health Alert regarding an
increase in group A streptococcus infections (Strep Throat) among children.
Anyone can get strep throat, but it’s most common in school-age children and teenagers. The bacteria
that causes strep throat (group A streptococcus) is in the nose and throat, so normal activities like
sneezing, coughing, or shaking hands can easily spread the infection from one person to another.

Symptoms of strep throat include fever, stomach pain and reddened throat, and swollen tonsils. A
child with strep throat will start to develop other symptoms within about three days, such as:

red and white patches in the throat
di�culty swallowing
tender and enlarged tonsils
headache
lower stomach pain
fever
general discomfort, uneasiness, or ill feeling
loss of appetite and nausea/vomiting
rash
bad breath



Illinois Smile Mobile Dentist Team

Diagnosis of strep throat requires a visit to the doctor’s o�ce. The doctor will likely do a rapid strep
test involving a cotton swab to take a sample of the �uid at the back of the throat. The test only takes
about 5 minutes. If it is positive, your child has strep throat. If it is negative, the doctor may send a
sample to a lab for a throat culture. The results are usually available within a few days.

Treatment of strep throat, in most cases, involves a 10-day prescription of antibiotic medication.
Within 24 hours after starting antibiotics, your child will probably no longer have a fever and won’t be
contagious. On the second or third day, other symptoms should go away. Always complete the
prescribed course of antibiotic treatment, even if your child feels better.

To prevent your child from spreading strep throat to others, please keep your child home from school
until they are fever free for 24 hours, without the use of fever-reducing medication, and they have been
on antibiotic medication for 24 hours.

Stay Healthy!

Terri Bauer, BSN, RN, PEL-CSN
School Nurse
847-745-6302

The Illinois Smile Mobile Dentist Team is returning to Washington School on Wednesday, April 26,
2023. A state-licensed dentist will check your child’s mouth and teeth and provide a cleaning, �uoride
treatment, and apply sealants if needed. A dental report will be sent home with your child. It is a great
way to receive quality dental care in school.

The State of Illinois requires that students in Kindergarten, 2nd and 6th grades have a dental exam
completed.

Please use the following email address to �ll out the information necessary to sign up for the mobile
dentist. (https://www.myschooldentist.com/WFEMIL_schsrm)

Paper forms will be sent home with students.
Please return the forms (paper or online) by Wednesday, April 19th.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at tbauer@emsd63.org or call me at 847-
745-6302.

https://www.myschooldentist.com/WFEMIL_schsrm
mailto:tbauer@emsd63.org


Determining Indoor
or Outdoor Recess
at School

Our students spend
their recess time
outdoors on most days.
Daily recess is not only
important for our
children's physical and
social-emotional
development, it also
helps improve their
performance in the
classroom.
We refer to the Child
Care Weather Watch
chart each day to
determine if recess will
be held indoor or
outdoors.
Please remember that if
we have outdoor recess
and there is snow on
the ground, students
must be wearing snow
pants, boots, gloves,
jacket, and hat in order
to play in the snow
during recess time.

Winter Weather
Reminder

Please send students to
school dressed
appropriately for the
weather each day.
If your child is in need of
winter clothing (coats,
mittens, hats, boots,
etc.) please contact the
Washington School
o�ce at 847-965-4780
or
Washington411@emsd
63.org.

Weather-related
Closing
Information
Winter is here -- and that
means there may be times
when District 63 schools
close due to weather-related
conditions or other
emergency situations.

This year, that doesn't mean
learning will stop! When our
buildings close, "school" will
simply pivot to remote
learning for that day.
Because students are
already equipped with
District Chromebooks,
making the temporary shift
to remote learning should be
fairly seamless.

For more information click
here.

Summer Camp Registration is Now Open!
Summer Camp Academy registration is now open. This is a great
summer day camp program for youth in grades K-8. Click here for more
details.
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Childcare
Programs at D63
Many youth need childcare
beyond the school day.
Whether it is before school,
after school, or on school
days out for parent/teacher
conferences or institute
days, Expanded Learning
offers options to meet the
needs of all of our families.
More information here.

Family Resource
Center (FRC)

Registration for all
programs (youth &
adult) are open (see the
�yer above).
Summer Camp
Academy registrations
opens on January 1.
This is a great summer
day camp program
option for youth in
grades K-8. Visit our
website to learn more!
We are still looking for
more players to round
out our basketball
league. If your 5th
grader is interested in
playing basketball, join
Expanded Learning’s
Co-Ed Winter Basketball
League, learn more by
visiting our website.

Breakfast and
Lunch Information

Parents may view the
monthly lunch menus
here
The easiest way to
manage funds and
payments is through a
PushCoin account. If
you don't already have
one, hop onto our
website and follow
these simple
instructions.
Remember: even if your
child quali�es for free or
reduced cost meals,
there will be a charge
for second meals.

Box Tops for Education
Box Tops for Education is a fast and easy way for you to support our
school.

The Box Tops program has been around for over 25 years, and it
really can make a difference. In fact, Box Tops for Education has
helped give almost one billion dollars to schools since 1996. In
2019, the program evolved to become digital, giving participants the
ability to earn for any
school across the country with just the touch of a button.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: Buy participating products and use the Box Tops mobile app to scan
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your store receipt. The app identi�es eligible products and automatically adds Box Tops to
your designated school's earnings online. Even if you’re shopping online or doing grocery
pickup, you can still submit your digital or email receipt and earn Box Tops. Twice a year, our
school gets a check!

Learn more about how to submit digital receipts at
https://www.boxtops4education.com/EMAILGROCERYRECEIPTS

How to Scan with the Box Tops Mobile App

https://www.boxtops4education.com/EMAILGROCERYRECEIPTS

